PLATE V
ROMAN AND ETRUSCAN HISTORICAL
TRADITION
i. ONE SIDE OF AN ALTAR FOUND AT OSTIA. The
bas-relief represents the twins, Romulus and Remus, with
the she-wolf. To the right is a personification of the river
Tiber, to the left the Palatine Hill with various animals; on
the top is the God of the Hill. In the background are two
shepherds running and looking toward the Tiber, where they
have just discovered the twins. On the other side, not here
reproduced, is the hoty wedding of Mars and Venus. This
altar, according to the inscription, was dedicated to the God
Silvanus on the ist of October, a. d. 124, by a freedman
P. Aelius Syneros and his sons. Museo delle Terme, Rome.
2,3. PART OF THE MURAL DECORATION OF A GRAVE
EXCAVATED IN 1857 NEAR VULCI IN ETRURIA. The
fresco represents an episode of the early half-mythical history
of*Vulci and Rome, according to Etruscan tradition which
was not unknown to the later'Roman historians (e. g. to the
Emperor Claudius). The episode represented in the fresco
deals with the exploits and misfortunes of Cneve Tarchu
Rumach (Gn. Tarquinius Rornanus, the names are written near
the figures; text-fig. 2, p. 18) and Caile Vipinas and his com-
panioris, among them Macstrna and Aule Vipinas. It appears
that Tarchu had succeeded in capturing Caile Vipinas. When
Tarchu and his companions were asleep, Macstrna and Aule
Vipinas with their retinue broke into the camp of Tarchu,
killed him and his companions, and freed Caile Vipinas. The
first group to the left represents Caile Vipinas freed by Mac-
strna—the last (our fig. 3), Tarchu killed by Marce Camitlnas.
The three other groups show the companions of Tarchu killed
by those of Vipinas. There is no doubt that Gn. Tarquinius
belongs to the family of the Tarquinii who ruled in the
6th cent. b. c. at Rome and in the Latin cities. He may
be identical with the first Tarquinius—the so-called Tarquinius
Priscus. Macstrna was identified by the Emperor Claudius
with Servius Tullius, the successor of Tarquinius Priscus.
The fresco shows that the Etruscans had an historical tradition
which was formed and fully developed as early as the 5th cent.
b. c. Late 5th cent, or early ^jfch cent. b. c. Etruria, Vulci,

